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BUDGET COMMITTEE 

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

November 9, 2010
Approved
A business meeting of the New Durham Budget Committee was called to order at 7:01 PM in the Town Hall located off Main Street.

Present:

David Curry, Budget Committee Chairman



Tom Goss, Budget Committee Co-Chairman
Fred March, Selectmen’s Representative to the Committee
Dean Stimpson, Budget Committee Member 

David Shagoury, Budget Committee Member

Adam Buehne, Budget Committee Member

J. R. Jones, Budget Committee Member

Also Present:

Vickie Blackden, Financial Officer

Tom Mason, Chairman Cemetery Trustees
Cathy Orlowicz, Town Historian
Max Crowe, Librarian

Mary McHale, Videographer

Approval of Minutes:  The Committee reviewed the minutes of the November 3rd, 2010 meeting.  David Curry asked that AC Rendinaro be changed to AC Alison Rendinaro and two typo’s needed to be corrected.
Motion Tom Goss, second Dean Stimpson to approve the minutes as amended.  Vote was unanimous.
Account 4195 Cemeteries

· Electricity from $250 to $200 based on historical data
· Supplies – fertilizer/lime

· CRF for paving road to vault, possibly whole loop & sprinkler system

· Maintenance is handled by Highway Dept. 

· Volunteers did work on vault

Motion Dean Stimpson, second Tom Goss to accept Acct. 4195 in the amount of $3,700.  Vote was unanimous.
Tom Mason explained to the Committee that they will be requesting the BOS place a warrant Article to relinquish the monies in the Uncared For Cemeteries Fund in the amount of approx. $26,000 plus this years’ interest to the General Fund.
Account 4583 Town Historian
· Does not need to purchase flags & bunting
· Needs to purchase standards

· Other lines level funding

· Boodey House is being paid for through donations and fundraising 
Motion Tom Goss, second Adam Buehne to accept Acct. 4583 in the amount of $500.  Vote was unanimous.
Account 4612 Conservation Commission
· $50 increase in water testing ~ Commission would like to start testing other bodies of water besides Merrymeeting Lake

· $200 increase in dues/fees Commission would like to join Strafford Rivers Council

· Small reductions to other lines

· Total decrease to overall budget of $50

Motion Adam Buehne, second Dean Stimpson to accept Acct. 4612 in the amount of $2050.  Vote was unanimous.

Account 4316 Street Lights
· BOS increased requested amount from $5,500 to $6,000
The Committee would like more information before accepting this account.  It is to be rescheduled to a later date.

Account 4550 Library
Max Crowe, Librarian explained to the Committee for the benefit of the new members that the Library budget has a parallel system to the Town.  The Library has the right to present their budget separate from the Town but choose to be included with the Town budget.
· Waiting on BOS wage decision before setting their wage amount

· There is no oil rate available as yet

· Library does not need septic pumped this year

· Electricity lower after installing energy efficient lighting ~ requested to track and see what actual the actual savings are

· Books and Subscriptions increase $200
· Building Maintenance increase $100
· Equipment maintenance level funding

· Patron Programming reduced $400 due to donations from the Friends of the Library
· $100 increase memberships to area museums
· Telephone up due to rate increases

· Postage line was eliminated 

· Office supplies level funding

· Staff development $300 to cover Director training, staff training & workshops

· Total increase of 3%.

Motion Tom Goss, second Dean Stimpson to approve Acct 4550 in the amount of 104,631.  Vote was unanimous
Chair Curry asked the new members of the Committee if they had any concerns or comments.  J.R. Jones stated he thought the dollars were supposed to be going down.  Chair Curry explained that all members have the right to ask questions of the department heads.  He also reminded the Committee that the big ticket items in the budget had not come forward yet.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 16th, 2010 at 7PM at the Town Hall.

Motion Dean Stimpson, second David Shagoury to adjourn. Vote was unanimous.

The meeting adjourned at 8:28PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Zuzgo

Next Meeting: 7:00 PM Tuesday, November 16th, 2010
 At the Town Hall

A video recording of this meeting is on file with the Office of the Town Clerk, is available for public viewing during normal business hours, and will be retained in accordance with the New Hampshire Municipal Records Board rules established under RSA  33-4:4, or for a minimum of 24 months.

